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      His disciples witnessed the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was crucified and his cold, 
lifeless body placed in a tomb. What they never expected was the resurrection. No 
one had ever come back from the dead. Death is final. They left the place of 
crucifixion with downcast hearts and hopeless feelings. 
      Their encounter with the risen Lord was a shattering experience. It shattered the 
darkness of their grief, and filled their lives with hope. They could not contain their 
joy, and like those who discover romantic love for the first time, they proclaimed the 
truth in their preaching: "The Lord was raised indeed, and has appeared to Simon 
(Peter)". (Luke 24. 34). 
      Paul, in a letter to the Corinthian church written in the late 40s A.D., 
summarizes the core proclamation that he had heard from eyewitnesses to the risen 
Christ: "that Christ died... that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared." (1 Corinthians 15. 3-5). 
      But it was stories of the encounters with the risen Christ that were ultimately a 
more effective way of communicating the tremendous impact of the resurrection. 
The gospel stories that we hear during the Easter season at weekend mass and on 
our weekdays, are vivid narratives meant to awaken faith in those of us who hear 
them. 
      The empty tomb features prominently as the important connection between the 
crucifixion and the resurrection. The body is gone and angels make it clear that 
Jesus has conquered death. In all four Gospels an angel or angels appear at the 
tomb to make the meaning of the empty tomb clear to us. Jesus is no longer in the 
tomb because he has been raised. 
      The gospel stories differ from each other in certain ways, and even contradict 
one another, but there are two basic components of the narratives: the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus. His body has not been corrupted in death, rather it 
has been transformed radically.  
      Jesus has not been resuscitated as a dead man come back to life, but capable of 
passing through locked doors, covering great distances instantaneously, 
unrecognized unless wanting to be recognized, and yet still having a body that is 
real. 
      The resurrection stories vary because each of the gospel writers is addressing a 
different audience, and wants to retell the story of Jesus’ public ministry, his death 
and his resurrection, emphasizing aspects that speak to the needs of that particular 
audience. 
      No one expected it. All of them had abandoned him. God acted to accomplish 
what had never happened in history. One day, on the Day of Glory, we will have our 
bodies transformed like His. “For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For that which is corruptible must clothe itself 
with incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality.” (1 
Corinthians 15:52-53). “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 
The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you, Father Bruce 


